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Austin, Tex., June 16, 190 If. 
Hon. S. W. T. Lanham, 

Governor of the State of Texas, Austin , Tex. 

Dear Sir: 1 beg to call your attention to the fact that ever since 
quarantine was raised against Laredo and San Antonio last fall this 
Department has undertaken by every possible means to impress upon 
the people of Texas the necessity of a sanitaiy campaign for the pre- 
vention of a recrudescence of yellow fever in the places mentioned and 
the occurrence of it at other points in the State. We have repeatedly 
sent out circular letters and literature bearing upon this subject, com- 
plaining of the unsanitary conditions in some localities, urging that 
prompt and vigorous action be taken in every communit}' in the State, 
but so far as I can learn very few places have undertaken any measures 
upon the lines suggested. The places infected last year have adopted 
stringent sanitary ordinances, which have been enforced all spring, 
and I have less fear of the reappearance of fever in those places than 
in south, central, and north Texas, where, in so many places, no pre- 
cautions whatever are being taken. 

On account of the very mild winter just passed, and the prevalence 
of yellow fever in Mexico at present, I very much fear that should a 
case be introduced into the State with the present very bad sanitary 
condition of a large number of our cities and towns, and the presence 
of the yellow-fever mosquito, which also exists in large numbers 
throughout the State, we will have the most extensive epidemic of 
yellow fever ever known. 

A conference of local health officers was called and largety attended 
in this city on the 31st of March, and considerable enthusiasm pre- 
vailed at this meeting. I expected good results would follow. The 
local health officers, 1 find, are always willing and anxious to inaugu- 
rate sanitary campaigns, but are usually prevented from doing effective 
work by the lack of sufficient support from the proper authorities. 1 
therefore respectfully request your excellency to issue a communica- 
tion calling upon the county judges, mayors, and health officers of 
Texas to inaugurate sanitary campaigns in every community in the 
State without delay, especially for the destruction of the mosquitoes. 
1 am, very respectfully, 

George R. Tabor, 
State Health Officer. 

Vessels leaving Vancouver far ports in Alaska or the Un ited States not 
to be required to have consular bill of health. 

Treasury Department, 

Washington, June 30, 1904-. 
The Secretary of State. 

Sir: Referring to my letter to you, under date of May 26, 1904, 
requesting that the United States consul at Vancouver be directed to 
require that all vessels leaving Vancouver for any port in Alaska or 
in the United States take out consular bill of health until further 
notice; also to your letter of June 25, 1904, inclosing copy of a dis- 
patch from the consul at Vancouver reporting that there is no longer 
any danger of an epidemic of smallpox at that place, I have the honor 
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to request that the instructions stated in your letter of June 1 to have 
been sent to the said consul be revoked, since the exigency requiring 
same no longer exists. 
Respectfully, 

L. M. Shaw, 

Secretary. 

[Correspondence explanatory of the above.] 

Department of State, 

Washington, June 25, 190J/.. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir: Referring to my letter of yesterday in regard to smallpox on 
the steamship Athenian when it arrived at Vancouver, I have the 
honor to inclose copy of a dispatch from the consul at Vancouver 
reporting that there is no longer any danger of an epidemic of small- 
pox at that place. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hay. 

[Inclosure.] 
CONSUI ATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Vancouver, British Columbia, June 17, 190^. 
Hon. Francis B. Loomis, 

Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 

Sir: All danger of an epidemic of smallpox resulting from the care- 
lessness in handling the smallpox patient on the steamship Athenian 
seems now to have passed. The assistant health officer, who handled 
the patient taken from the Athenian who died on the way to the pest- 
house, was taken with smallpox exactly twelve days afterwards, and is 
still in the pesthouse, proving that the case was one of smallpox, which 
has been energetically and emphatically denied by the officers of the 
steamship company. 

Of course 1 have no means of ascertaining whether smallpox was 
developed among the numerous passengers who left here on the day 
of the arrival of the steamer and within a day or two thereafter. 
Information has been received here that smallpox is epidemic in 
Juneau, Alaska, and that a strict quarantine has been established there 
and at Douglas Island. If the quarantine is maintained and the ves- 
sels running between this port and Skagway are not permitted to land 
at Juneau or Douglas Island this may not have any important relation 
to affairs at this port. However, I shall take care to ascertain from 
all vessels coming down from the north bound for Puget Sound ports 
whether or not they called at Juneau or Douglas Island. 

As one result of the Athenian scare, the city government has under- 
taken an absolute revision of the health regulations and their adminis- 
tration at Vancouver. There is now to be a health officer, who shall 
devote his entire time to the service, and it is required that he shall 
be experienced in all questions relating to public health and that he 
shall also be a practical bacteriologist. 

Very respectfully, L. Edwin Dudley, Consul. 

See Public Health Reports for May 27, 1904, page 1023, and June 17, 1904, 
page 1231. 



